The longest book
in the world,

focusing on the
City of Greater
Geelong

An ongoing creative community project
to create the longest book in the world”
from concertina one-off publication.

Challenge is one kilometre long.
Authors and illustrators are library
goers of Gelong Regional Libraries.
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- contributors (authors and

RS

- illustrators) who are members
- and/or library goers of Geelong

¥~ Regional Libraries and attend The

Vi

== longest Book in the World open

- " freefall workshops.

Conceived, designed and
managed by artist and storyteller
Fern Smith.

Please note there are no photographs of participants.
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Portarlington artist
breaking world record
one page at a time

BY VINNIEVAN OORSCHOT

A LOCAL artist has put the call out to
Greater Geelong residents to assist her
in breaking a Guinness World Record
through a series of workshops across
the region.

Local Portarlington artist of 37
years, Fern Smith, is attempting to
break the Guinness World Record for
“Longest Book in the World™.

The record, presently held by Yang
Shuanming in Taiyuan, Shanxi China,
measures 814.26 metres in the form
of a concertina book, a fold-out book
that extends horizontally similar to an
accordion.

Ms Smith will aim to break
the record also in the form of a
concertina book.

She began the project in October
last year and is conducting a series of
workshops across Geelong and the
Bellarine, inviting residents to assist in
the designs of each page.

Each workshop encourages
participants to contribute and design a
page to the book.

Contributions can be done through
a range of art techniques including
drawing, collage or micro-writing,
drawing inspiration from their own

Local artist Fern Smith with her
concertina book currently measuring
37 metres in length. The record,
held by Yang Shuanming in Taiyuan,
Shanxi China since 2019, measures
814.26 metres. Photo: VINNIE VAN
OROSCHOT

says the number of pages will quickly
grow through invitations to major art
events and festivals.

“It’s a slow art project, by no means
will it be rushed, but if everything
continues ticking along as it has, |
expect to have the book done within the
next two years,” Ms Smith said.

“Secing  others  creating  art,
expressing themselves by contributing
to this book. that is what rocks my boat
as an artist.”

The book is already supported
by Geelong Wrters Incorporated
and the Geelong Regional Libraries
Corporation with workshops hosted at
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" Authors and“ illustrators are
documented at the back of the single
edtion handmade concertina book.
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Workshop
pages drying at
Corio Library
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* This is just a snippet.

;‘. Join local artist Fern and nursery volunte

Y- . mertina book in the world. Page by page.
g ‘.,;?\? e reserve, cuppa break, then draw, write or

. llarine Nursery Landcare - Belcher
'\ Nhen: Friday 8th November 10.00
lore: https://fernartz.com/the-longest-book-in-t
FB https://www.facebook.com/longestbookgs
More planned for Autumn and Spring 20
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T SOl break the Guinness World Record for  Local artist Forn Smith with her
. “Longest Book in the World™ concertina book moasurin

37 metres In length. The rec

The record, presently beld by Yang
Shuanming in Taiyuan, Shanxs China,
meustires ¥14.26 metres in the form
of a concerting book, n fold-out book
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¢ longest book

hold by Yang Shuanming In Talyusn,
Shanxl China since 2019, moasures
81426 motres. Photo: VINNIE VAN
OROSCHOT

Turning Geelong into the world’s
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